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is too great; lenders have found to their sorrow that security, valued at much more than they advanced years ago, can now only be realised at a material sacrifice, and they insist, therefore, upon a return which will compensate them for the possible future loss of a portion of their capital.
The further we examine Into It the more evident does it become that the ramifications of the Silver Question have extended themselves deep down into our social system, as well as spread themselves everywhere over the surface. No greater mistake can be made than to suppose that It concerns only capitalists and financiers, and that they had better be left to fight the matter out. While it remains in their hands, no satisfactory settlement will ever be arrived at. The silver Interest and the bimetallists may be powerful, but the gold interest and the mono-metalllsts are more than a match for them. Backed by tradition, social position, and incalculable wealth, their position is too strong to be even seriously shaken by their opponents. Unflinching and unyielding, they will resolutely refuse to give way an inch, lest it should be followed by the demand for an ell.
Every shipowner and merchant, every shopkeeper and artisan, has a deep interest in this question If he would only realise it; and the only chance of ever arriving at any definite arrangement is by shifting